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“Sport can play a role in improving the lives of individuals, 
not only individuals, I might add, but whole communi-
ties.  I am convinced that the time is right to build on that 
understanding, to encourage governments, develop-

ment agencies and communities to think how sport can be included 
more systematically in the plans to help children, particularly those 
living in the midst of poverty, disease and conflict.” 

– Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary General, on proclaiming 2005 as the 
International Year of Sport and Physical Education 

Bridging Divides through Youth Athletics

Conflict plagues the globe and makes victims of our children.  More 
and more of them grow up surrounded by prejudice, ignorance and 
a lack of understanding.  Without the interactions and role models to 
help break down these barriers, these children will learn that violence 
and hatred are the ways to deal with differences – and repeat the cy-
cle.  This problem does not only affect children in war zones.  Children 
around the world are exposed to hatred and prejudices born of social, 
economic, religious, cultural and sexual differences and ignorance.  

As leaders of tomorrow, children play an important role in bridging 
divides.  Most conflict resolution initiatives, however, are focused on 
adult populations who may already have deeply engrained prejudices.   
Tapping the resource of tomorrow is a huge opportunity:  Athletic 
programs bring children from conflicting groups together and help 
break down prejudices and teach against hate.  In the Middle East, 
Israeli and Palestinian children who play basketball together learn that 
on the court they are all equal.  In Ireland, Protestant and Catholic chil-
dren learn from coaches that equality and ability to work together can 
extend beyond the playing field.  With the number of children being 
raised in conflict on the rise, the need for programs like these to bring 
children together and build hope for peace is greater than ever.

THE PROBLEM

THE OPPORTUNITY

Additional Resources

Source: Maplecroft Maps, “Global Map of Conflict and Political Violence Risk,” http://alcan.
maplecroft.com/loadmap?template=map&issueID=6.  

Well-designed athletics programs for youth are a cost-effective and 
practical tool to provide common ground.  They teach youth through 
positive role models and serve as a conduit to bring children together 
to learn about prejudice. 

Donors can make an impact by:

Supporting programs in regions of interest.  •	 Many athletics 
programs are focused on a specific area of conflict.  Programs exist 
in locations that span from South Africa to New Orleans.  

Sponsoring training for coaches.  •	 Leadership is a key component 
of athletics programs.  Training is required to help talented athletics 
coaches also teach children about violence and hatred.  

Contributing to material needs.  •	 Athletics programs require many 
materials.  Essential tools include a safe physical space to play and 
equipment to play with.  Whether it is a gift of a basketball or build-
ing of a basketball court, donations of materials can help teach 
children about hatred and violence.

Supporting research•	 .  While some research has been conducted, 
more evidence is needed to convince both private donors and gov-
ernments of the importance of investing in and prioritizing these 
programs and to share best practices.   

The International Platform on Sport and Development •	 is a 
website dedicated to sharing knowledge, building good practice and 
facilitating partnerships for sport and development (http://www.
sportanddev.org/learnmore/sport_and_peace_building/index.cfm).  

Sport for Development and Peace International Working •	
Group is an initiative that engages multiple stakeholders in the 
development of practical recommendations for the integration of 
Sport for Development and Peace into domestic and international 
development policies and programs (http://rtpca.convio.net/site/
PageServer?pagename=iwg_home).

WHY 
NOW?

Conflict Resolution

FACT:  As many as 10 million children a year may witness or be victims of violence, 
according to the National Center for Children Exposed to Violence.
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The number of disasters each year has risen dramati-
cally over the past 10 years and is expected to continue 
rising because of climate change.  While the exact corre-
lation between climate change and disasters is unclear, 

climate change is creating systemic conditions for more extreme 
weather events. 2  In 2007, of more than 400 natural disasters world-
wide, floods caused more than 200. 3

Disasters are happening more frequently across the world, increasing 
the need for response that is better planned and implemented.  This 
year in Asia alone, more than 220,000 people died in natural disasters, 
with millions more losing their communities, livelihoods and access to 
basic health care. 

Communities hit by disasters tend to receive emergency relief imme-
diately afterward, but often see donor support drop dramatically after 
a few weeks.  Millions of survivors from even the most widely reported 
disasters, like the 2004 Asian tsunami and Hurricane Katrina, are still 
homeless and jobless, lack basic health care and do not have schools 
for their children to attend.

The effects of disasters are worsened by existing inequalities and 
weaknesses.  In developing countries, the risk of being affected by 
disaster is 100 times greater than in rich countries1 because of over-
population, poor infrastructure and weak governments, among other 
challenges. 

Initial appeals usually mobilize donors to provide materials like food 
and safe water.  But support for rebuilding that helps communities 
regain permanent housing, health and education infrastructure and 
functioning markets lags behind.  Among the most needed measures 
are those to better prepare for future disasters, such as robust alert 
and communications systems.

Donors often focus on disaster relief rather than recovery because 
they lack credible information about where and how to give, despite 
the overwhelming need for assistance.  The considerable investment 

THE PROBLEM

THE OPPORTUNITY

Additional Resources

Source: Development Initiatives, “Global Humanitarian Assistance 2007-2008”,  
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/pdfdownloads/GHA%202007.pdf, 27.

To help afflicted areas rebuild, donors can employ some of these 
strategies:

Add disaster funding to an existing mission. •	  Donors can most 
effectively leverage their resources for disaster recovery by tapping 
their in-house expertise.  For example, a foundation whose mission 
is to support education can focus on putting children and teachers 
in a disaster area back in schools.

Fund locally established organizations that encourage com-•	
munity participation.  Organizations that have served an area for 
a long time are more likely to better understand the local context, 
have stronger ties with the local community and more effectively 
mobilize physical and human resources.

Support organizations that collaborate.  •	 Organizations that 
partner with other nonprofits, businesses and local and national 
governments can leverage resources in multiple sectors to ensure 
sustainable renewal.

Help advocate and support disaster-risk reduction.  •	 Advance 
preparation and early warning systems help reduce the damages 
disasters cause. 

AlertNet•	 , run by the Reuters Foundation, provides news, informa-
tion and analysis on emergency relief (http://www.alertnet.org/).  

ReliefWeb•	  is a United Nations website providing up-to-date  
information as well as data and documents on past emergencies 
(http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc100?OpenForm).

The United Nations Development Programme’s •	 2007/2008 Human  
Development Report shows how climate change is influencing 
disasters in the context of global development (http://hdr.undp.org/
en/reports/global/hdr2007-2008/). 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 1.	 Human Development Report 2007-
2008: Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007), 76.
Ibid.2.	
Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), “CRED Crunch,” EM-DAT: 3.	
The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database, April 2008,  
thttp://www.emdat.be/Documents/CredCrunch/Cred%20Crunch%2012.pdf, 2.

in time and resources required for meaningful recovery is also daunt-
ing to many donors.  And failure to weave long-term recovery into 
philanthropic investment portfolios makes it difficult for communities 
affected by disasters to truly recover. 

Investing in Recovery after Initial Relief
DISASTER RESPONSE

WHY 
NOW?

FACT:  Every year, natural disasters rob 200 million people of their homes, jobs, 
basic needs like food and safe water and often, their lives.
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More than 80 percent of respondents to a National  
Association of Manufacturers survey say they cannot 
find qualified workers to fill open positions, a challenge 
expected to worsen as baby boomers retire.5

Promoting Equal Opportunity by Supporting Community Colleges
FACT:  Fifty percent of jobs in the U.S. workforce require post-secondary 
education other than a bachelor’s degree.  They require specific technical training 
that community colleges can provide.1 

Community colleges are a crucial pathway to the American dream. This 
dream involves not only a country that thrives economically but also a 
system that allows everyone equal access to the benefits of this pros-
perity.  Many potential college students fall outside of the traditional, 
four-year university demographic because they are older, low-income 
or the first in their family to get a degree.  Community colleges offer 
the flexibility and accessibility these students need to pursue a higher 
education.  For the U.S. economy, a system that increasingly depends 
on educated labor, community colleges quickly and inexpensively 
inject meaningful skills into the American workforce.

Community colleges, however, are in danger.  With little tradition of 
alumni giving, few community colleges have endowments.  Revenues 
come from the government, based in some cases on dwindling prop-
erty tax revenue, and tuitions kept intentionally low.  Federal programs 
to aid low-income students are not keeping pace with costs.  In 1986, 
the average Pell Grant – a federal, needs-based program – covered 
98 percent of tuition at a public four-year school.  By 2006, a grant 
covered an average of 46 percent.2 

Degrees make all the difference.  An associate’s degree holder,  
according to the U.S. Census Bureau, can expect to earn 30 percent 
more than a high school graduate over a lifetime, a figure that almost 
doubles in technical fields like engineering.3  For our economy, a full 
two-thirds of the estimated 15.6 million jobs created in the next de-
cade will require a post-secondary degree,4 and four-year institutions 
cannot meet these needs, especially in critical fields such as nursing.  

THE PROBLEM

THE OPPORTUNITY

Additional Resources

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Source: Hudson Institute and North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, “Workforce 
2020: Work and Workers in the 21st Century,” 2001. The •	 American Association of Community Colleges has an exten-

sive list of partnership opportunities (http://www.aacc.nche.edu/
Content/NavigationMenu/ResourceCenter/Projects_Partnerships/
AACC_Projects_and_Partnerships.htm) and general information 
about community colleges (http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Template.
cfm?section=ResourceCenter).

The •	 League for Innovation in the Community College has a vari-
ety of multi-stakeholder projects at http://www.league.org/league/
projects/projects_main.htm.

WHY 
NOW?

Community colleges lack tenured faculty, making them more nimble 
and better able to respond to local needs and opportunities.  This 
facilitates a meaningful philanthropic contribution in several areas.

Provide scholarships or establish endowments.  •	 These invest-
ments can supplement the costs of attending school and target 
populations by gender, ethnicity or age, or industries like nursing or 
information technology.  Alternatively, many schools have estab-
lished emergency funds to make small grants – typically around $500 
– to students in acute financial need.  A new strategy, these funds 
address an important problem – research shows many students drop 
out because of relatively small financial needs like car repair.     

Help build the pipeline that makes community colleges more •	
relevant.  Community colleges are fed by K-12 schools and channel 
students into four-year universities and jobs.  Standardizing how 
academic units are transferred from one institution to the next helps 
students succeed.  Funders can support high-school counseling 
services or efforts to develop statewide standards.  

Provide state-of-the-art equipment and technology.  •	 Providing 
equipment, in-kind contributions or financial support is especially 
valuable because of the importance of up-to-date learning facili-
ties.  Community colleges face a constant challenge of obsolescing 
equipment as they prepare students for the 21st century workforce.

Develop corporate partnerships.  •	 Corporations can ensure 
students have relevant experience by helping develop curricula, 
participating in mentorship programs or hosting interns or work-
study programs.

Harry J. Hozer and Robert I. Lerman, “America’s Forgotten Middle-Skill Jobs,”  Skills 2 1.	
Compete, November 2007, http://www.skills2compete.org/atf/cf/%7B8E9806BF-4669-
4217-AF74-26F62108EA68%7D/ForgottenJobsExecSummary.pdf, 2.
The Lumina Foundation, “Illuminations:  Highlighting Important Research in  2.	
Postsecondary Education Access,” August 2002, http://www.luminafoundation.org/
publications/illuminations/illuminationsaccess.pdf, 2; Rob Kelley, “Average college cost 
breaks $30,000,” CNNMoney.com, October 2006, http://money.cnn.com/2006/10/24/pf/
college/college_costs/index.htm.
University of Wisconsin – River Falls, “Learn More to Earn More,” 2007,  3.	
http://www.uwrf.edu/admissions/Degree_to_Income.pdf, 1. 
Elaine L. Chao, “Workforce Competitiveness in a Global Economy,” U.S. Department of La-4.	
bor, December 2007, http://www.dol.gov/_sec/media/speeches/20071211_Uruguay.htm.
National Association of Manufacturers, “Manufacturing:  Engine of U.S. Innovation, 5.	
National Association of Manufacturers,” http://www.nam.org/s_nam/bin.asp?CID=20150
7&DID=227165&DOC=FILE.PDF, 10. 
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Some of the most prevalent NTDs are treatable at low 
cost.  An inexpensive combination of four drugs that 
costs approximately 50 cents a person a year treats 
seven NTDs.  A growing body of evidence shows that NTD 

victims are more likely to be infected by HIV/AIDS and experience 
more severe consequences from malaria infection, so their treat-
ment can reduce malaria’s effects and HIV/AIDS transmission.

Shining the Spotlight on Neglected Tropical Diseases

Many tropical diseases are left untreated. The people who suffer from 
them are also ignored, often shunned because of the disabling and 
disfiguring nature of the diseases and far from the attention of the 
international community.  What’s more, Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(NTDs) are most prevalent in areas that are disregarded, such as urban 
slums, conflict zones or remote, rural areas.1  

These nearly 30 diseases thrive in hot and humid climates and are 
most often spread by worm parasites in contaminated water.  They can 
be incredibly stigmatizing:  River blindness, for example, causes lesions 
in the eyes and skin and can lead to loss of sight.  Elephantiasis blocks 
the lymph system and causes parts of the body to severely swell, even-
tually immobilizing the person infected. 

NTDs fuel a cycle of poverty difficult to escape because they affect 
more than just health.  They create an enormous burden of poverty 
by pulling children out of school and adults out of the workforce.  The 
result of having hookworm, for example, is estimated to reduce a per-
son’s future earnings by 40 percent.2  Altogether, NTDs have a global 
burden that is more than half of that of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and 
malaria.3  Attention to NTDs is growing steadily, creating an immense 
opportunity for donors to have a significant impact on global health.

THE PROBLEM

THE OPPORTUNITY

Additional Resources

Source: Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, “Control of NTDs,” http://gnntdc.sabin.
org/what/control.html. 

Seek programs that focus on prevention and treatment as well •	
as public-private partnerships.  Effectively tackling NTDs requires 
a comprehensive approach.  Partnerships between organizations 
delivering treatment, research institutes, pharmaceutical companies 
and government bodies are crucial.  Between 1999 and 2006, a part-
nership between Pfizer and the International Trachoma Initiative led 
to dramatic reductions in infection rates in countries where blinding 
trachoma was endemic.  Today, the recently formed Global Network 
for Neglected Tropical Disease Control is serving as a key partner-
ship bridging research, nonprofit, and international organizations, 
in association with the World Health Organization, to control NTDs 
through a global effort.4 

Support mapping the disease burden. •	 An immense opportunity 
is funding mapping of NTDs in developing countries, particularly 
in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia.  With a better understanding of 
the disease burden, the global community will be better informed 
about the needs required to address the issue.

Support advocacy for neglected tropical diseases.•	   Addressing 
NTDs begins with advocating for greater attention from individuals, 
donors, government and the private sector to how these diseases 
adversely affect the world’s poorest people and how cheaply they 
can be treated. 

The •	 Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases is a  
partnership formed to reduce the suffering and death caused by 
NTDs among the world’s poorest populations in direct response to 
the Millennium Development Goals (http://gnntdc.sabin.org/index.
html).  

The •	 Public Library of Science (PLOS): Neglected Tropical 
Diseases, launched by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in 2006, 
offers a rich collection of articles on NTDs, with information on key 
players and background on the context of NTDs around the world 
(http://www.plosntds.org/home.action). 

World Health Organization (WHO), “Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases,” WHO, 1.	
August 14, 2008, http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/en/.
Ibid.2.	
Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, “About Neglected Tropical Diseases 3.	
(NTDs),” Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, http://gnntdc.sabin.org/what/
aboutntds.html#Ascariasis.
Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases, “Success Stories,” Global Network for 4.	
Neglected Tropical Diseases, http://gnntdc.sabin.org/what/successstories.html.

WHY 
NOW?

FACT:  One billion people are victims of tropical diseases that could be easily  
treated but are neglected because they do not kill rampantly and quickly.

Global Health
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The culture of New Orleans has begun to show signs of renewal.  Up 
to 75 percent of musicians have now returned to New Orleans since 
Hurricane Katrina, according to the 2008 State of the New Orleans 
Music Community Report. Support is still needed, however, to keep 
the music playing; musicians are not making as much as they used to 
and require assistance with equipment and other costs. 

ARTS & 
CULTURE

Promoting Renewal  
in New Orleans

This remains an urgent priority – for environmental but also economic 
reasons.  Rising energy prices mean that for a typical recipient of 
the federal government’s Low–Income Heat and Energy Assistance 
Program, home heating in the 2008/2009 winter will cost 40 percent 
more than the prior winter, 60 percent more than the 2006/2007, 
winter and 90 percent more than the 2004/2005 winter, according to 
analysis conducted by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.  

ENVIRONMENT Improving Energy Efficiency 
in Low-Income Homes

Worldwide, 2.5 billion people still lack access to improved sanitation, 
1.2 billion of whom have no facilities at all, according to a report  
marking 2008 as the Year of Sanitation by the World Health Organiza-
tion, the United Nation’s agency dedicated to public health. 

The divide between the rich and the poor continues to grow.  New 
Census data demonstrates that for the first time, poverty and income 
of typical working-age households have worsened despite six con-
secutive years of economic growth.  

From 2007 to 2008 gas prices have jumped by up to $1 a gallon across 
the United States, dramatically increasing the costs of transporting 
food long distances for processing and distribution, which local food 
advocates say already adds up to an average of 1,500 miles on its way 
to your dinner table. 

New resources raise the profile of negotiation as a viable method for 
preventing conflicts, including publications that focus on women’s 
roles in the public discourse on war and peace, a guide to actual  
conflict mediation and an ambassador’s memoir on peacebuilding 
and conflict.  More information is available from the Alliance for Peace-
building and the U.S. Institute for Peace.

GLOBAL 
HEALTH

POVERTY 
REDUCTION

SUSTAINABILITY

CONFLICT
RESOLUTION

Providing Safe Water and Sanitation  
to Save Children’s Lives

Increasing Access to Financial  
Services for the ‘Unbanked’

Developing Local Food

Facilitating Trust-Building to  
Prevent Violent Conflicts

Financial literacy among high school seniors is still declining, 
according to a 2008 survey by Jump$tart, a coalition that works to 
improve financial literacy.  The survey found that students have less 
knowledge than in previous years about issues like understanding 
credit-card finance charges; how investments held in stocks, bonds 
and savings accounts differ; and how fixed-rate mortgages and 
inflation are connected. 

EDUCATION Teaching Financial Literacy 
to America’s Youth

Discussion during last year’s reauthorization of the federal program 
that provides health insurance, including some dental coverage, 
for low-income children helped highlight the need for increased 
coverage.  This will likely lead to further consideration of major 
improvements in oral health care when the program’s reauthorization 
is taken up in 2009, according to the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid 
and the Uninsured.  

HEALTH Improving Access to Dental Care 
for Low-Income Children

New developments in the microfinance field provide initial evidence 
that the microcredit gap is beginning to be addressed.  These include 
the entrance of venture-capital giant Sequoia Capital and financial-
service technology provider IBM, and two significant microfinance 
institutions opening new branches dedicated to lending to the small- 
to medium-sized businesses trapped in the gap.

GLOBAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Combating Poverty by Closing 
the Microcredit Gap

First-generation college students continue to struggle.  Only 45 per-
cent of first-generation college students usually graduate, compared 
to 60 percent of their peers whose parents had attended college,  
according to a new study this year by the College Board, an organiza-
tion that helps students transition successfully to higher education.

EDUCATION Supporting First-Generation 
College Attendees

UPDATES ON 2008 OPPORTUNITIES

Last year, Arabella Advisors’ High-Impact Giving Opportunities addressed critical problems that remain relevant today:

Systems to Save Energy, Promote Health, Create Jobs
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